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again paying it regularly to AsshurnazirpaL
There were no more of these states left to tran-
quilize. Most of them had been dealt with
cruelly, many had been devastated, and thousands
of their inhabitants butchered with all the ac-
companiments of oriental savagery. These com-
munities had not been added regularly to the em-
pire to be governed by satraps or officers making
regular reports to the king in Assyria and receiv-
ing instructions from him. If such had been the
plan, the peoples who paid tribute would have
been receiving some sort of return in social order
and royal direction for the heavy tribute paid.
They were receiving nothing in return. They
had to look to themselves for protection against
the forays of barbarians who inhabited the moun-
tain passes about them. Such a status was not
likely to be permanent. While their punishment
had been too severe for them, to venture again to
excite the wrath of such a monarch, they might
nourish their wrath and hope for a better day.
Perhaps the next Assyrian king might be a weak
man, and they would be able to throw off the
yoke in his day. Meantime, while Asshurnazirpal
held the reins of government, it would be well to
pay the tribute and give no excuse for a raid.
But with this quiescence of the tributary states
the employment of his army became a serious
question with Asshurnazirpal. He had made a
fighting machine sxich as had not been known be-
fore. His men had been trained in adversity,